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“Come to the church in the Wildwood…”

Don’t miss the 17th annual Wildwood Historical Society bus tour!  This year’s three-hour tour 
features churches and cemeteries that have roots back to Civil War times or earlier.  After 
touring each historic church, we’ll highlight several graves in each cemetery.  Please join us! 
 

Date:  Saturday, November 5th, 2016
Time:  9:00 a.m. or 1:00 p.m., with lunch included

Place:  WHS Meeting Hall, 18750 Highway 100, Wildwood, MO  
63069

Bus seating is limited, and reservations are first-come, first-serve.
We will confirm your reservation by email after we receive it in the mail.

Questions?  Please email kelpefamily@gmail.com or call Lisa Kelpe at (636)458-2860.

To register, fill out this form and mail it with your check for $35 per person to:

Wildwood Historical Society
P.O. Box 125

Wildwood, MO  63040

Name(s):___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
Address:___________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip Code:________________________________________________________
Phone Number:_____________________________________________________________
Email:_____________________________________________________________________
Tour (check AM or PM):_______ AM (9:00 a.m. to noon, followed by lunch)
           _______ PM (1:00 to 4:00 p.m., preceded by lunch at 11:30 a.m.)
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Upcoming Events

Sunday, November 13, at 2:00 p.m. – Join us in the dining room at 
Westview Assisted Living in Ellisville for our annual Antiques Roadshow.  

Saturday, December 3, at 6:30 p.m. – Come to our meeting hall for a 
Christmas party – share food and fellowship with other supporters of the 
Wildwood Historical Society.

All of our programs are free, open to the public, and require no RSVP.  Just 
show up and enjoy the presentation – we love to have a full room!

Happy Halloween!
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WHS Membership Information
WHS memberships are due on a calendar-year basis and 
run through December 31, 2016.  Thanks for your support!

Individual – $25
Couple – $30
Family with children through age 22 – $35
Benefactor – $100
Lifetime – $500

Please make your check payable to:
Wildwood Historical Society
P.O. Box 125
Wildwood, MO 63040

Please include a note with your current e-mail address, 
phone number, membership level, and member’s name(s).

Officers
Martha Bunch, Museum Director

(314)920-2249

martha.j.bunch@gmail.com

Sandy Gurnow, Vice President

(314)374-3159

sandy50sunshine@yahoo.com

Marilyn Weber, Secretary

(314)952-3731
info@wildwoodhistoricalsociety.org

Dave VonGruben, Treasurer

(314)566-4743

dvgruben@gmail.com

Jill VonGruben, Archivist

(314)566-4743

jfvgjfvg@gmail.com

Trustees
Helen Gaehle

Rich Hardt

Lisa Kelpe

Donna Kummer

Chuck Weber

Newsletter Editor
Anna Kelpe

(314)393-2021

annakelpe11@gmail.com

Society Website
www.wildwoodhistoricalsociety.org

Facebook
www.facebook.com/

WildwoodHistoricalSociety

Peek Into Our Past
The Watchman county newspaper published news from 
towns in our area in the late 1800s.  Enjoy this month’s 

“Peek Into Our Past.”

10/13/1881 – Well Watched.  

When a Judge arrives at the age of 48 years, it is time to watch him, 

especially when he has served nearly two years on the County bench as 

Judge Francis Ruwwe has done. No judge deserves watching more 

than he does, and no one seemed to know it better than his son 

William, for on Monday morning last, he presented his father, the 

Judge, with an elegant stem winding gold watch, which his Honor, 

with pardonable pride, took delight in showing to his friends before 

taking his seat on the wool sack.

10/22/1886 – Fox Creek Lodge No. 169, A. O. U. W., will have a picnic 

on Saturday, Oct. 30, at Fox Creek Postoffice, on the Manchester road. 

Speakers from the city will be present to address and entertain the 

audience during the day, and at night there will be a grand hop. We 

hope that all interested in the welfare of the people at large will come 

out and see and hear what is going on. All are invited, and we hope to 

have a large attendance and a good time.

10/4/1895 – Quite a number of the younger element of this vicinity 

attended the picnic given by the Anti-Horse Thief Association at 

Bonhomme Grove, and reported having enjoyed a most delightful time.

10/4/1895 – Last Sunday the people could safely take a drive on the 

Rock road without being subjected to meeting bicycles. It must have 

been too cool for them to turn out, as not a one registered at the Pond 

hotel, while twenty-five to thirty-five was a common occurrence 

through the summer.


