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May Wildwood Historical Society Newsletter Presidents Message
I’m going to start out by asking for suggestions, and Please, Please,
feel free to give them to me.
I try very hard to line up good programs for each month. It is very
disappointing to me and to our Board of Directors and the speakers
when we only have a few members in attendance. Tell me what you want. Are the
speakers I have NOT to your liking? Is it because they are authors and they are selling
books? You do not need to feel obligated to buy. But it is hurtful to all, when we do not
have much of an audience.
This month, again we have a good speaker lined up, with history of St. Louis in 1849, a
very horrible year in time, and it wasn’t just St. Louis. It was right here as well! I’d be
tickled pink to see a FULL HOUSE in attendance.
We have talked about some Sunday afternoon meetings, possibly in the winter. The
Board voted to NOT have meetings at all in January or February next year. That will be
work months in the Museum, Library, etc. Many Historical Society’s close during this
time for meetings or visitors.
I will start lining up our 2020 programs in September after Celebrate Wildwood. I
already have some suggestions. If you have suggestions, please let me know. I will need a
speaker for March, April, May, June, August, September, October & November.
At the last board meeting we unanimously decided that if we have an event planned for a
certain month, (July & December) we will not have a regular meeting that month-such as
July, is the Car Show, Bake Sale, and we serve food for sale. We NEED our MEMBERS
to all pitch in and help that day for different time slots. Some of us will be there all day,
getting ready, working all day, and then cleaning up. So at the May and June meetings

there will be sign-up sheets for different tasks you can help with. We also need help at
Celebrate Wildwood in August.
One other item: Members, We have a short meeting after the program. Please stay for
our meeting. We can talk about your suggestions, if you will just give them to me. We
have a Museum Report and the Archivist/Librarian Reports. That’s the only way other
than the Newsletter to find out what’s been going on and what’s coming up. It’s YOUR
HISTORICAL SOCIETY. You can also email me at: sandy50sunshine@yahoo.com
Sincerely,
Sandra K. Becker-Gurnow-President

WHS PROGRAMS FOR 2019
May 21- Christopher Alan Gordon, Writer at the Missouri Historical SocietyFire, Pestilence, and Death : St. Louis 1849
June 18-Ice Cream Social & Jill VonGruben- the “Tale of Three Congregations”
July 14-4th Annual Car Show, Open House, Bake Sale & Food Stand
August 20-Jan Jacobi-author of Young Lincoln
September-17-Marc Houseman-Director of Washington Historical Society talks about
Real Ghost Stories from the house he and his wife Tina call home
October 15- Clark Beim-Esche RETURNS- with more stories from his book,”Calling on
the Presidents: Tales Their Houses Tell”. He was here last August and he has
lots MORE stories!
October 18-TRIVIA NIGHT-co-sponsored by Wildwood Historical Society and Ballwin
Historical Society
November 19--OPEN
December 15-CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE-with Appetizers and desserts

Eagle Scout Service Project
Garrett McGowan, Troop
603, took on the restoration
and preservation of the
Damhorst Paint Shed as his
Eagle Scout Service Project.
He organized and supervised
a team of scouts and
classmates to paint and do small repairs
in the process. Garrett’s project completes
the last of the barns to have a much
needed coat of paint protecting and preserving it from the elements.
This has been the sixth Eagle Scout Service Project to be carried out on the
grounds of the Wildwood Historical Society of which we have greatly
benefited. We thank Garrett McGowan and all the scouts who have helped
restore and preserve a part of Wildwood’s history.

COMING IN JUNE!

Dear friends of Dot and Rusty Pendleton at the
Wildwood Historical Society—
During the luncheon following Dot’s memorial
service at Bethel—so MANY family and friends came
up to me in amazement, wondering where all the
wonderful entrees, side dishes and desserts came
This Photo by Unknown Author is
from. They could barely believe what they saw.
Of course, it was a visible outpouring of love and honor for Dot and Rusty—
not only from the women and men of Bethel—but from your Wildwood
Historical Society’s desire to help as well.
Those who came from the city and farther (and who didn’t know Bethel and
the Wildwood community before) were clearly amazed by this. You helped to
make lasting impressions on everyone. THANK YOU!
On behalf of Rusty and Dot Pendleton, their extended family and large circle
of friends,
Bruce Hadley

We were contacted by a woman who now lives in
Wisconsin about two photo albums she inherited from
her sister. There are no notes in the albums and none
of the photos are identified. She cannot identify anyone
in the photos. The only clue was that the obituary for
Frederick Hencken was inside one of the albums. She
“googled” Hencken and found us. She wanted to know
if the WHS Library would like the albums. We are accepting the donation with
the hope that we will be at least be able to identify locations, etc.
So the moral to this story is: Everyone has THAT box (or boxes) full of photos
up on a closet shelf that do not have any notations on them of
“who/what/where/when.” So to prevent this from occurring in your family,
start identifying those photos. Seems like too big of a job? Just take a small
stack or two to start. Info doesn’t have to be long or involved, but the “who” is
always a good place to start and anything else that comes to mind as you are
viewing each photo. Otherwise all those memories are lost. And it’s those
memories that are history.

It has just come to our attention that a few of the holidays are off a day or so
in our 2019 Groves calendar. The correct dates are: Mother’s Day is Sunday,
5/12; Memorial Day is Monday, 5/27; Father’s Day is Sunday, 6/16;
Columbus Day is Monday, 10/14. We apologize for any inconvenience this
mishap may have caused.

WATCHMAN ARTICLE PRINTED February 15, 1889 from POND
The following contribution is from the pen of Miss Lillie V. Shields 13 yr old of
Pond. When I was a little tad I thought there were so many things that I could
do if big people would let me try. There was Mamma, she would give me little
bits to sew while she would make such pretty things. She said "you must on
these bits learn to place your stitches & when you older grow then like big
people you can sew" I thought I knew best, one day Mamma left her machine &
work, I thought now is my chance to try this machine, my sewing to do for
stitch is so slow. Down I sat in Mamma's chair thinking all the time 'twas
wrong, but I thought it looked so big. My feet went "pitty pat" & the wheel
went this way & that. The neeedle went up & down, my work went zigzg
something must be wrong. I'll see it's oil I guess, that is what I hear Mamma
say. So up went the can in every place I thought 'twould need. Now she'll sew
alright, but everything was in such a plight. Oil ran down on everything yet that
old machine would no better sew. I thought I'll fix it yet, perhaps it would be
better to pull the work along. So on I went till right through my finger the old
needle bent. Then I yelled with pain and thought "I'll never try with this old
machine to sew again. Then came Grandma, Oh she had such pretty work to
do, she said it was crazy work. I looked & looked & thought it's crazy work - I'll
try to make with such pretty bits & bright skeins of silk. I can make no mistake
this time. When Grandma put her needle down to go for a walk, my busy
fingers went to work, I thought surely I can do crazy work. But alas! 'twas only
thought for when Grandma came in she said "who has spoiled my work?" Since
I have older grawn, a lesson I have learned to do what I am told and not think I
know it all. Lillie V. Shields.
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A PEEK INTO OUR PAST
The Watchman and the
Advocate county
newspapers published
news from towns in our
area from the late 1800’s
thru the mid 1950’s. The
two became the
Watchman-Advocate with the merger around 1903.
Editor’s note: Articles copied in their original form.
1889.05.31- T44 R3, Death: THE COUNTY IN
MOURNING. Sudden Loss of Its Most Respected
Citizen. His Demise Creates Sorrow Throughout
the State. Hundreds Pay A Just Tribute to
Senator Allen at His Grave. At an early hour
last Tuesday morning County Clerk William C.
Wengler received a dispatch from Allenton,
stating that the State Senator Allen was dying,
and requesting his presence immediately. The
request was promptly responded to, and in a few
moments Mr. Wengler and his brother Fred were
enroute to Allenton, which place they reached
about 1p.m., and were informed that our highly
esteemed Senator had departed this life at 6
o’clock in the morning. The sorrowful news was
then transmitted by telegraph to the
WATCHMAN, and then communicated to the
County officials, and deceased’ s friends in
Clayton, which information caused a gloom of
sorrow to spread over every countenance, and
the expression of grief and regret over the loss of
one of St. Louis County’s most noble, brave and
patriotic citizens was the subject of conversation
during the balance of the day, and the sorrowful
event has since been spoken of by those who
knew the departed,…
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Editor’s Note: There were 7 entries this long
and longer on Senator Allen’s, funeral and life.

